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PREFACE,

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Prof, J. R. Soley, U, 8, Navy,
at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards Assistant
Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1800, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
giftcation was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander
. M. Wise, U. 8. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was relioved
by Lieutenant-Commander Richard Rush, U, 8. Navy, in May, 1893,

The long-delayed publication was finally authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first five
volumes were published under his efiicient administration, and the
important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of these
volumes was accomplished. ' ~

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been m‘dore(l fo sea, was succeeded
by Professor Kdward K., Rawson, U. 8, Navy, as superintendent.

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in’ the
following order of arrangement:

I, The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Qonfederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States
during the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels
acting singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the
world, These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and
diagrams. ,

" In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of

any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports.
IX



X PREFACE,

I1. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-
ence relating to— .

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during l,ho'progress of
the war, including the annual and special reports of the Secretary
of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus,

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, includ-
ing privateers, sotting forth also the annual and special reports of

. the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as far
as can be obtained.

4, Returns of naval and military property captured by the navies
of both sides during the war,

b, Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in cach of the above sec-
tions, as far as practicable, -

1L, The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specinlly
relating to the matter of the first and second series,

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each ¢lass or type of ves.
sels.referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as they
actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been reproduced
either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the carefully
prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while the
official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly ave
on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspondence
between flag officers and tlreir subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the work
would necessarily be incomplete, and the Department therefore has
spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief actors
on both sides. These papers have for the most part been obtained, and
they have been copiously used in the compilation of the work, The
reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly complete. It is to
be regretted, however, that the Confedorate records are not equally
complete, due to the great difficulty found in collecting them, and also
to tho fact that a large part of the archives of the Confederate Navy
Department was burned at the close of the war, Frequent careful
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searches throughout various parts of the country, conducted by a
special agent of the Department, have brought to light many dupli-
cates of these papers, found among the personal files of participants,
It is hoped that the publication will revive the interest of participants
in the events referred to, and lead them to bring to the notice of the
Department the whereabouts of any papers bearing upon naval opera-
tions in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.

The seventh volume of the records (Series I, vol. 7), which has
recently been published by the Department, gives the operations of the
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from March 8 to September 4,
1802, The present volume (Series I, vol. 8) comprises the operations
of this squadron from September 5, 1862, to May 4, 1863.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides took part, the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscellane-
ous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume,
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers. It is believed that the chronological arrangement of
the records, in counection with the full and complete index to each vol-
ume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without other
subdivision or classification. In reports ot special or single events,
in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the chrono-
logical order has been somewhat modified, and such documents have
been placed together in the compilation.

EnwArp K. RAWSON,
CHARLES W, STEWART,

Compilers.
NAVY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., March, 1899,
INTRODUCTORY NOTE.—The official reports of the pursuit, destruc-
tion, seizure, or capture of vessels violating the blockade are arranged
in echronological order. It is proposed to give further details relative
to adjudication and disposal of prizes and prisoners in future volumes
of Series 11,

There is grouped under one heading (pages 19-67) correspondence
relative to'the granting of Union trading permits at Norfolk, Va., and
vicinity, Similar correspondence concerning Union permits for trading
in the waters of North Oarolina is arranged in chronological order.,

The correspondence concerning the assembling of the fleet of iron-
clads at Hampton Roads, V., is given in this volume, as this fleet was




XII PREFACE.

at first intended for an attack upon Wilmington, N. C., and much assist-
ance was rendered by the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in its
preparation and dispatch for service with the South Atlantic Block-
ading Squadron, ,

The blockade by the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron extended
from the mouth of the Piankatank River, Va., to the southern bound-
ary line of the State of North Oarolina, excepting the ports of Norfolk,
V., and Beaufort, N, 0, Norfolk was occupied by Union Army forces
and trading was permitted to supply military necessities, Beaufort,
N, C., was occupied by Union Army forces and was open to trade by
virtue of a Presidential proclamation dated May 12, 1862,

The headquarters of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron was
at Hampton Roads. Blockading vessels in this vicinity were under
the immediate supervision of the commander in ¢hief. A squadron of
small light-draft vessels was employed in the inland waters of North
Carolina, and larger vessels blockaded the seacoast inlets,

The double coast begins a little south of Cape Henry and extonds as
far as Wilmington. This peculiar conformation consists of a long, nar-
row belt of sand projecting seaward at three points—Oapo Hatteras,
Oape Lookout, and Cape Iear. The sand belt is broken at intervals by
shallow inlets. Within it lio the sounds, extensive sheets of water,
upon whose tributary rivers are & number of towns, An intricate net.
work of channels affords ready means of communication by small water
craft,

The town of Wilmington, N, ¢J,, is on Oape I'ear River, nbout 28
miles from its mouth. There were two entrances to the river, one from
the castward, called New Inlet; the other from the sonthward at the
river mouth, sometimes called the Western Entrance and Western Bar
Channel, '

The entrances were 6 wmiles apart, in a straight line, but between the
two lny Smith’s Island, a long strip of sand and shoal, with Cape Fear
projecting far out at its southern extremity. Continuing the line of
Cape IPear the dangerous I'rying Pan Shoals extended out southeast-
erly for 10 miles, making the distance by sea between the two entrances
about 40 miles, I9ach channel was protected by strong works. 1fort
Fisher, on IFFederal Point, commanded New Inlet,  Similarly Ifort Oas-
well commanded the mouth of the river,

Note.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1804): '

* x * Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-cight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among officers of the
Navy and contributors to the work, The (uotas herein authorized of
said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives shall be
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sent by the Secretary of the Navy to such libraries, organizations, and
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
Delegates of the Fifty-third Oongress, it being the purpose of this dis-
tribution herein provided for to place these records in public libraries,
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such
libraries may exist in the several States and T'erritories. Idach Senator
shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Represetitative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are published, until the
publication is completed; and all sets that may not be ordered to be
distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the Sccretary of the
Navy for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and
the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury, If two
or moro sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the
Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or
Deolegates who have desi%lmted the same, who thereupon may desig-
nate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of the
Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance the volunes are sent,

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work
was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America tn Congress assembled, That the Sceretary of the Navy
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undistributed
copies of the Ofticial Records of the War of the Rebellion, hoth of the
Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries, organizations,
and individuals as may be designated before the meeting of' the next
Congress by the Representatives in the Pifty-fourth Oongress of the
districts whose Representatives in the Iifty-third Congress failed to
designate the distributees of their quota of said Official Records, or
any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Congress approved July
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and the joint resolution
approved March sccond, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, to the extent
and in the manner and form provided in said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28, 1896,
which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * + JIor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for sup-

plying ofticers of the Navy who have not, received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars,






ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SICIRIIES 1.

—

. Operations of the Cruisers, 1861- 1865,
("nion eruisers, )
West Indin (Iying) Squadron, under Acting Reir-Admiral Wilkes, U, 8. N., 1802-1863.
West Indin (Flying) Squudron, under Aceting Bear- Admiral Lardner, U S0 N, 1863-1864.
Confederate eraisers and privateers,

[\

. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861,

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard.
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickeny.

(==

. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861,

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumfer,
Abandonnient nnd destruetion of the Norfolk Navy Yard,
Homo Squadron, under Flag Oflicer Pendergrast, U. S, N,

{. Operationson the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers, 18611865,

Potomac Flotilla, winder Commander Ward, U, S, N., 1861.
Potoniae Flotilla, under Captain Cravon, U. 8. N, 1861,

Potomne Flotilla, under Licutenant Wyman, U, 8. N., 1861-13862,
P'otomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U, 8. N, 1862-1863,
Potomae Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, S, N, 1863-1865.,

. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Syundron, under ¥ag-Officer Stringham, U. & N., May 13 to Sopt. 23, 1861,
West Indla Squdron, itider Flag-Otheer Pendergrast, U. 8. N, 1861,

Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Caroling, under Flag-Otticor Burron, C.S. N,
Atlintic Blockading Squadron; unider Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U, S. N, 1561,

North Atlaitie Blockading Squadron; under Rear- Admiral Goldsborough, U. S, N, 1861- 1862,
Naval Dolenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Lynch, C. 8. N.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchatian, C. 8. N.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofticer T'attnall, €. S. N.

James River Flotilln, under Commodors Wilkes, U, 3. N, 1862,

North A tantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U.S. N, 1862-1864.
James River Squadron, under J"ln‘ﬁl()mmrs Forrest and Mitchel), G 8. N,

+ Naval Detenses Inland Waters of North Caroling, under Commamder Pinknoy, C. 5. N,

< Naval Defenses Capo Iear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Lynch, C. 8. N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S. N, 1864-1865.

James River Squadron, under Flag-Ofticers Mitchell and Semimes, C.S. N,

* Naval Defenses Capo Fear River, North Cirolina, under Flag-Otticer Pinkney. C. 8. N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadr nder Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U. 8. N., 1865.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadros, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U7, 8, N, 1861-1863.

* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Ofticer Tattnall, C. SN,

t Nuval Defonses of Charleston Harbor, South Caroling, under Flag Oflicer Ingraham, €. S. N.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear- Admiral Dahlgren, U, S. N, 1863-1865,

* Naval Defenses ot Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Tucker, C. S, N.

Naval Defenses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Otlicers Hunter and Tattnall, . S. N.

fo1 4

*The Confederate materinl under this head is very scant. It is thereforo hoped that those who
havo any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Offico of Naval
War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

XV



Xvi ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.
Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Ofiicor Morvine, I, 8. N, 1801,
Gulf ‘Blockmling Squadron, undor Flag-Oficor McKean, U, S, NA, 1861-1862.
+ Misstasippl River Defons s, tindor Flag-Oficer Hollins, C. S, N.
Enst Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Offieor MeKean, U, 8. N., 1862,
Kast Gulf Blookndingﬁqnmhon. under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N., 1862,
East Gulf Blockn"diij stlnudrmn. under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailoy, U. 8. N., 1862-1864.
East Galf Blockading Sqnndmn, unior Captain Greeno, U. 8. N, 1804,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, tinder Aeting Rear- Admiral Stribling, U, 8. N., 1864-1865,
West Gull Blookading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. S. N., 1862-1863,
Mortar Flotilla; under Commauder Porter, U, S. N., 1862,
Lowor Mississippi River Defensos, under Commander J. K. Mitceholl, €. 8. N.
X Mobile Dofonses, utidor Flag.Oficer Randolph, C. 8. N,
Trans-Mississippl Marino Dopartinont, undor Major Leon Smith, C. 8. A.
West Gulf: Blockading Squadron, undor Commodors Bell, U, 8. N. (addntorim), 1863,
West Gull' Blookading Squndron, undoer Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, S. N., 1864,
* Mabilo Dofsnses, undor Admiral Buchanan, C. 8. N,
West Gult' Blockading Squadeon, ander Commodore Palmer, U. 8. N., 1864-1865.
Wost Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatehor, U, S, N., 18065,
* Mobilo Defenses, under Flag-Ofticer Farrand, C. 8. N.

7. Oporations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, undor Commander Rodgors, U, 8, N, 1861,
Naval Forces on Westorn Wators, under Flag-Otticer Foote, U, S, N., 18611862,
* Mississippi Rivor Dofenses, under Flag-Ofticer Holling, C. 8. N.
Naval I'orees on Western Wators, under Flag-Ofticer Davis, U, 8, N., 1862,
* Mississippi Rivor Delonsoe Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. 8. A.
* Mississippi River Defensges, undor Commander K. It Pinkney, (!. 8. N,
* Mississippi River Defenses, under Flag-OMicor Lyneh, C. 8. N.
Mississippl Squudron, under Rear- Admiral Porter, U, S. N., ISGJ-lS(N
Mississippl Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. N., 1804-1865,
* Naval Defonsges of Red River, Louisiaua, under L i(mluuantJ H. Carter, C. 8. N.

* Tho Confedorate materinl under this head is vory seant, It is therefore lmpml llmt those wlm
have any Confederate naval documents wpon the suhjeet will communicate with tho Oftice of Naval
War Records, Navy Dopartment, Washington, D. C,



LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING

BLOOKADING SQUADRON.

NAME,

A. Houghton
Albemarle
Alerte .......... veees
Arletta..... e .
Ben Morgan
Brandywine
Cambridge...... R

Charles Phelps
Chippewa..............
Choours . .coooavao...
Cwmur de Lion
Conasaet......... veeane
Colorado...............
Columbia
Commodoro Barney....
Commodore Hull
Commodore Morris . ...

Commodore Perry .....
Connecticut.
Crusader
Dacotah
Daylight
Delaware ....... feeeaas
) D1 ) 1 U
Florida
Galena.....
(ienesco
Granite............
Henry Brinker
Hetzol

Troquois...............
Isanc N. Seymour......
John L. Lock wood
Junintn........o.... ..
Lehigh
Lilao ceveennenrnennnnn,
Louisiana..............
Mahaska
Maratanza.............

RATE.

Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Second ...
Third
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth

Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Firat ....
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Second . ..
Fourth ...
Third
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third
Third.....
Third.....
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Second ...
Second ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Third. ....
Third.....
Fourth ...
Third

TONNAGE, CLASS,
0826 | BAPK ..o
200 | Schooner
85 | Screw steamer ....... ... il .
199 | Mortar schooner...... e eeaeeean
B 407 § ShHID cveeieriiiiiiiii e
1,726 | Storeship coeniiiieinninaiaa.n.
858 | Scrow ateamer ............ e
144 §..... [ 71 T A
362 { Supply ship. ....ooooiaiiiiLt
507 [ Scrow steamer .....ovovveaenianaan.
H07 1., 1 P N
110 { ‘Side-wheel steamer ............ cees
100 | Screw steameor ceeeee. i,
3,420 1.
5H03
513
376
H32
513
1, 800
545
097 | Serew sloop. ... ool
082 | Scrow steamoer . ....o.oovaieiiia..
357 | Slde-wheel steamer ................
................. 1 7 TSN
1,261 |..... [
748 | Tromelad steamer. .. ..o oooveeaas
803 | Serew stemmer ... ... oiiieen o
75 | Sanfling sloop ... ool '
108 | Serew stoaner .......o..eeeenenen..
200 | Side-wheel steamer ... ... .. !
H17 {oene donninnn. . e :
1,016 | Sorow sloop ..... e eeeeaeireaans i
. 133 ! Side-wheol stoumer ..o oo
180 1..... [ [ PN
1240 | Serow 8100p coeeen i,
844 | Tronclad steamer................. ..
129 | Scrow steamer ...... besseaentovaann
206 |..... [ L
832 | Side-wheel steamer ................
786 |..... {1 s R
182 | Mortar schooner. ... renereeneae
730 | Side-wheel steamer ................

a Later ealled the Watceh,
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CREW.

27
22
15
39
45
72
90
10
23

106

145
111

29
134
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LIST OF UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE NORIH ATLANTIO

Minnenota.............0

Monitor
Montauk

Mount Vernon.........
Mount Washington. ...
Mystio.oooooiiaaa...

New Ironsides......... '

Niphon ................
QOctorara .............. }
Ossipee. . ............. :

Philadelphia.......... .
Primrosoe «............. :
Roseuo...ooeeennnanaon. :

Rhode Island ... ... ... !
ROMAN. cevrnneeiennnn.. !

Sacramoento............
Samuel Rotan .........
San Jacinto........ ... ‘
Sangamon ............. J
Shawsheen ......... ..
Southfleld .............
Stars and Stripes......

TOASCT .o v v vrennnn.
Underwriter .......... )
Valley City..coooenn....
Vietorin ..ol
Violet ...ovcaeiino....
Western World........
Whitehead ............
William Bacon ........
Willinm Badger ....... i
William G, Patnam....'
Wyandotto ..., t
Yankes ..ol

Young Ameriea .......

Young Rover........
ZOURNG Li i !

;
NAME. |

UNITED

STATES

VESSELS OF WAR.

BLOCKADING SQUADRON—Continued.

RATE,

Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Kourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Firat .....
Fourth ...
Third.....
Second ...
U fPhird. ...
X Seeond ...
P Fonrth ..
S Fourth ...
- Fourth
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Secondl ...
FFourth ...
Second ..
Fourth ...
Second ..,
Third.....
Fourth ...
Fourth ..
Fourth ...
Thivd. ...,
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
Fourth ..
Fourth .

Fourth ..
Fourth ...
Fourth . ..
Fourth ...
Fourth ...
. Fourth
Fourth ...

TONNAGE.

CLASS.
3,307 | Sevew frigate ..ol
716 | Ironelad steamer
844 (1 L T, e
655 | Serow stenmeor ..o,
\51:1‘ Sido-wheol steamer ...l
625 | Serew steamor ..o
500 | Side-wheel stoamer ................
541 | Scrow ateamor
3,486 1 Tronelad steamer....ooooooilaLL.
475 | Serow steamoer ...l
820 | Sida-wheol steumer ...
120 | Serew sloop ...,
844 | Tronolad steamer........ ... . ... :
1,989 | Serow steamer ..o vnenivann.
507 feceaclOween o :
280 | Brig oo e
500 | Side-wheol steamer ..o i
| Serow stoamer ..ol
i Ao
1,617 | Side-wheel stenmer . ... ... ...
150 Stoiwmhlp ..........................
1,367 | Serow sloop ...l
212 { Sailing schooner ...
1,446 | Serew steamer ... ..
844 | Tronclad steamor............. ... :
180 | Side-wheol steamer ... ... ...oL
751 do..... et et
407 | Serew steamoer ..ol
1,204 | Side-wheel steamer ..o
226 oo
090 | Scrow steamer (...l
341 | Side-wheol steamoer ... L
100 | Serow steamer ...,
201 [ 1 YN
166 | don i
41 ] L S
139 3 13 Y
183 | Mortar schooner ...................
334 Sailing ship..o.oooiiiiLl,
140 | Side-wheel steamer ...l
468 | Serow stoamer ...l
328 | Side-wheel steamer. ..o oL L
173 Serow stenmor . ..o,
118 QO i
127 L 1 N

CREW.

540
49
o7
96
8
50
40
65

449
70

102

152
i)

151
82
7
21
25
20

157
10

161
29
78
R
40
o1
04

13
21
25
o
48
44
20
&6
4
a2
R
2
68
48
13

25
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NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

FROM SEPTEMBER 5, 1862, TO MAY 4, 1863.

Extract from log book of the U. 8. 8. Minnesota, ﬂagshi]) North Atlantic
Blockading Squadron.

September 4, 1862—At 10:30 a. m. Rear-Admiral S. P, Lee, com-
manding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, came on board, * * “*
At 2:30 p. m., Rear-Admiral Goldsborough was relieved by Rear-

Admiral S, P. Lee.

Rear-Adniiral Goldsborough left ship, * * *

—— ey

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Na,vg/, giving the stations of the
vessels of the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,

Novfolk, Va., September 5, 1862.

Str: I have the honor to submit the following bimonthly statement
of the present disposition of the several vessels belonging to the North
Atlantic Blockading Squadron:

Vessel.

Minnesota, flagship.......
Young Americal.........
Cohugsét!..oooeeiioniiie,
Rescue! cooveenininin....
Zonavel tiiiieiaaiiii,
Philadelplfa..............
Southfield, repaiving. .....
Galena, ship of senior ofhi-
cer.

Monitor ....vveenvennnnnn.
Mount Washington.......
Alort, t_ug;. ..
(ienoseo?.
Mahaska?......
Commodore Bart
Morse? ..o ..ol
Brandywine3

Chas, Phelps3.
Romand ...,
en Morg;mﬂ .............
Dacotahd . ..ot
Cimarron®.......cceenunn.
ChOCHTR caveennretinnninnn
Chippewa, repairing......

‘

Station.

Norfolk, V.
Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.
Do.

Do.
Newport News, Va.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

.. Do.
.1 Hampton Roads, Va.

Do.
Do. '
Do.
Do.

Dao.
York River, Va.
Washington, D. C.

Hetzel, ship of senior ; Sm.m(lsof North Caro.

officer.

i

lina,

Vessel, Station.
Undorwriter. ............ Sounds of North Caro-
: . lina.
Cominodore Perry ....... Do.
Loulstann ............... Do.
B 01 13 TN Do.
Hunchback.............. Do,
Shawsheen .............. Do.
Lockwood ............... Do.
Ceresd . o.vevviennnnnn., Do.
Whitchead 6............. Do.
Putnam .....coviven.in Do.
Brinker ..ccoveeeiiiioin. Do.
Granite, sailing sloop.... Do.

Seymour? oo ... Do,

W, Badger, supply hulk | Beaufort, N. C.

Stars and Stripess....... do.

State of - Georgia, shipot { Off Wilmington, N, C.
sonlor. officer.

Cambridgro ooooeeoooea.. Do.
Monticollo............... Do.
Penobscot ...l Do.
Mystio ....oovviiinen.n Do.
PDaylight? ool Do.
Ovtorars. . oeiiiii . Do,
Vietorin oevivneenannna

1 Tuga oniployed Iirinc‘lﬁiilklj‘ in guard duty.

0.
i Valley City, repairing. ... Baltimore, M.
H i

2 Bmployed in reconnoitering duty tip James River,
3 Hulks for storage of genoral suppliea.

4 [Tulky for stora

go of ordnineo supplies,

s Under orders of the Department for sea.
8 Boilers reported to Department as oxtroniely defective.
? Rc‘mrted August 27 as sunk up Neuse River. Investigation ordeced,

80

ared August 26 to proceed to Norfolk for repairs.

9 Ordered to Wilmington by Department, August 29.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. . LEE,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GIibEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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P, 8.—The Stepping Stones was sent up Nansemond River by Com-
modore Wilkes and has not yet returned.
S. P. LEg,

Acting Rear-ddmiral,

Report of Oaptain Rodgers, U. S. Navy, regarding the United States
vessels in James River,

U. S. 8. GALENA,
OfF Newport News, Jumes River, September 6, 1862,

Sir: Captain MeKinstry has left this river, in which I am left senior
officer,

The Genesee, Mahaska, and Morse are the gunboats for reconnoitering
duty, 'The boilers of the Morse are tender, leaving the (Fenesee and
Mahaska the effective vessels, ,

In case of accident, such as running aground or of derangement, to
the machinery, it is highly desirable that the disabled vessel should
have a consort. I prefer to continue the practice of sending two ves-
sels in company. The distance to-Fort Powhatan and back is near 100
miles, rather more, indeed; the Genesee and Mahaska will be kept con-
stantly running in the river, Two effective gunboats are needed to
relieve thein on alternate days.

Captain McKinstry has left me with no papers and no orders, except
that you wish an examination made daily of James River as far as
Jort Powhatan.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOIN RODGERS,
Captain,

Rear-Admiral L. |M,] GOLDSBOROUGH,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Report of' Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, regarding the movements
of the U. S. steamers Dacotah and Rhode Island.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
~ Norfolk, Va., September 7, 1862,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the U. S, S.
Dacotah proceeded to sea yesterday afternoon,and that the U. S, S, Rhode
Island arrived from the south at about.the same time.

Subject to the approvatof the Department, I have appointed William
P. Higgins acting third assistant engineer, and directed him to report
for duty on board the U, 8. S, General Putnam. This appointment is
recomnended By Commander Davenport, partly on account of a preva-
lent sickness in the sounds, which, at several points, allows only an
insufticient complement of officers to remain available for service.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIinEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding the inswli-
ciency of the blockade of Wilmington, N, . '

U. S, 'LAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
« Norfoll, Va., September 7, 1862,

S1r: I beg to state that on account of the enclosed report of survey
on the U. 8. 8. Victorid, and the representations of' her commanding
ofticer and Commanders Armstrong and Parker, I have felt myself
compelled this day to order her to proceed to Norfolk for repairs. This
will leave but seven vessels oft Wilmington, viz: State of Georgia, Cam-
bridge, ’enobscot, Monticello, Daylight, Octorara, and Mystic, a force
insufficient to maintain the blockade of that port. In this connection
Commander Armstrong remarks: :

Our force. hero is‘ﬁ(x’iéll;'bne vossol i of necessity constantly nway for coal, and,
a8 the vesselsdo not carry the samo amotint of conl or for tho sainé number of days,
it is'almost inmpossible to have only one absent at @ time. ‘T'here shonld bo a force
sufficient to allow one vessel to be absgent from each side, without roferenco to vessels
on the other. This will require a force of at least ten vessels, and that number is
belioved to bo requisite to maintain the blockade efticiently of this port alone.

Commander Parker also earnestly calls my attention to the insuffi-
ciency of the blockading force, ‘ '

I beg to submit the following extracts from Commander Parker’s
report of August 30, stationed at present on the northern or New Inlet
side: .

I have also to roport that the rebels have been busily employed for the last threo
months it strengthening und erecting new batteries on shore, ‘Ihe sand hills -in
the vicinity of the forts have been loveled, so that an attacking force will ‘tind it
diffceult to approach; and it will require a strong force to capture the pluce, I
understand that sowe of tho new large gnus have heen receuntly received from
Charleston, S, C.

I would respectfully add that tha U. 8. S. Stars and Stripes, ordered
here August 20, for repairs, is now (11:30 a. m.) coming up Elizabeth
River to Norfolk,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, P, LER,
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. Norih Atluntic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GioroN WELLES, 7
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of. Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, 7. S. Nawy, urging the presence of
men-of-war off Wilmington, N. C., for the protection of the blockading
Joree,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
: Norfolk, Va., September 8, 1862,

Sir: T have directed the steamer Stars and Stripes, just from the
blockade oft Wilmiugton, to proceed to Philadelphia for repairs, I
respectfully suggest that an oflicial examination may there be made to
ascertain whether or not it will be practicable and proper to take oft
her upper deck and give her a better battery. . B ;

In this connection I beg leave to call the attention of the Depart.
ment to the fact that the Octorara and (perhaps) the Monticello, together
with the gunboat P’enobscot, are the only vessels of any strength of bat.
tery off Wilmington. In view of the kind and number of vessels which
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the rebels are reported to have obtained abroad, I respectfully and
urgently suggest tlie propriety of protecting this blockading force with
one or two cfficient men-of-war.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LER,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES, _
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

| Endorsement. )

It is impossible to give more vessels to that port.

Engagement at Washington, N. C., September 6, 1862,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting report of Acting Lieutenant
Renshaw, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 17, 1862,

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report, dated
September 8, from Acting Licutenant R. T\ Renshaw, commanding U, S,
gunboat Louisiana, relative to the operations of that vessel during an
attack on the town of Washington, N. C,, on the morning of Septem-
ber 6. In enclosing this report to me, Commander Davenport remarks:
From all that I can leéarn wo would have met with serious disastor but for the
effective services of the Louisiana. In this conpection, | beg leave to commend to
yoiurr favorable consideration the good conduct of Acting Master Hooker, who has,

on a previous occasion, been wornded in the faithful performance of his duty.
T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, :

S. P, LEE,
Aetg. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Syuadron,

[ ’ Y g oY

ITon. GibEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosure. )

(1UNBOAT LOUISIANA,
Washington, N. C., September 8, 1862,

Sir: I have respeetfully to inform you that on Saturday, at 4:30 a.
m., the 6th instant, the enemy attacked this town and gained an
entrance. Went to quarters immediately; at 5 a. m. received volleys
of musketry across our decks, when we opened fire with shell, grape,
and solid shot, doing great execution, killing a number of rebels and
finally driving them back. At 6:30 a, m. the Lowisiana continued
shelling, throwing over the town and among the retreating enemy,
killing and wounding many. At 8 a. m,, having driven them from the
reach of our guns, ceased firing and piped down.

During the action the army gunboat Picket blew up, killing her cap-
tain and eighteen men. The remainder of the crew were brought on
board this vessel and attended by Assistant Surgeon Bradley. 1t gives
me pleasure to testify to the handsome manner in which our guns were
managed by Acting Master Hooker, of this vessel. The crew have
received my thanks.

Ammunition expended, viz: 61 8-pound charges, 13 44-pound charges,
2 1-pound charges. 8-inch shells: 18 5-second, 3 10-second, 2 15-second.
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32-pounder qhells 12 b-second, 13 10-second, § 15.second. 2 rifled
howitzer shells, 4 (8-inch) stand of grape, 10 (32-pounder) stand of
grape, 7 (32- -pounder) solid shot.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. T. RENSHAW,
Acting Lieutenant, (}mnmamlmg/.
Commander H. K, DAVENPORT,
Senior Officer, Sounds of North Carolina.

Report of Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, transmitting copy of report of Major-General
Foster, U, 8. Army.

U. S. 8. Hr12zEL,
New Berne, September 11, 1862

SIr: I enclose a copy of a letter from General Foster to- the Com-
mander in Chiet of the Army.. This will give you the most reliable
information with regard to the attack on Washington, [N. C.]

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
H. K. ]_)AVENPORT,
Commander and Senior Officer.

Rear-Admiral .. M, GOLDSBOROUGIH,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

| Enclosure.)

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA,
New Berne, September 13, 1862,

Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just received a communi-

cation from Colonel [ Edward 1.] Potter, First Regiment North Carolina
l,m«)n Volunteers, commanding at VV.lshmgton, N. G, that the rebe].s
attacked that town yesterday morning with about 1,000 infantry, six
companies of cavalry, and one battery artillery.,

Colonel Potter was at the time about leaving, in obedience to my
orders, for Plymouth N, C., with Colonel [John| Mix, in command of
five companies of mv'llry, one battery of artillery, to cooperate with
the Navy in attacking Hamilton, on the Roanoke River. The attack
of the rebels was made suddenly, and it appears they surprised the
outline pickets, killing and wounding them, and dashing into town
hurprl\ed the company of foot artillery in the barracks, stationed for
garrison at the new field works, capturing from them four old brass
G-pounders that were captured by us at New Berne.

Colonel Mix and Colonel Potter, hearing the firing, halted and imme-
diately returned into town, attacking the rebels vigorously and, after
two and a half hours’ hard fighting, driving them from the town and
beyvond Tranters (reek, 8 miles from town, taking 20 prisoners, many
muskets, and about 30 lmrseq.

The rebels left 12 dead and 12 wounded 1n the streets, carrying off
many killed and wounded, some of which they had to leave by the
roadside, ; ,

It is reported that 30 dead bodies have been found up to time of last
dispatch,  OQur loss was 7 killed and 47 wounded, most of them slightly.

Licutenant Everett, adjutant of the cavnln, was shot 1 the knee,
Colonel Potter had his horse shot under him,

An unfortunate disaster happened to the army gunboat Picket, caus-
ing her destruction, just as the men were called to quarters; the maga-
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zine blew up, undoubtu]lv from carelessness or accident, tearing the
boat to pieces, instantly killing Captain [Sylvester I)] Nicoll, the
commander, 19 men, and wounding 6 others.

The gunboat Louwisiana, Captain Renshaw, U, 8, Navy, rendered
most eflicient aid, throwing her shells with gre: 1t precision, and c]earmg
tho streets, through which her guns had range.

Our whole force in the fight at time of the attack oousmted of 4
companies of infantry, 2 of artillery, and 5 of cavalry, and was con-
siderably outnumbered by the enemy.

I shall leave for Washington immediately, to take such measures as
may be necessary, and will sond detailed list of t]u, killed and wounded
on my return,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. I'OSTER,
Major-General Volunteers.

Major-Gieneral HALLEOK, -

Commander in Chief, U. 8. Army, Washington, D, 0.

Appointment from the Becretary of the Navy to Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Hooker, U.8. Navy,
for gallantry in action at Washington, N. C.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 19, 1862, -

SIR: You are hereby appointed an %tmg volunteer lleutenant in the
Navy of the United States, on temporm y service, from the Gth instant,
for gallantry in the attack on Washington, N. O.

After having executed the enclosed oath and returned it to the ])cp.wt
ment with your letter of acceptance, you will report to Acting Rear
Admiral Lee for the command of the U, S. 8, Victoria.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant EDWARD HOOKER, U. S. Navy.
U. S. 8. Louisiana, Sounds of North Carolina,

Reported October 2, 1862.
S. P. LiEg,

Acting Bear-Admiral,

Eeport of Commander Patterson, U. S. Navy, regarding white-oak timber
at Gloucester Point, York LKiver.

U. S, GUNBOAT CHOOURA,
OfF Yorktown, Va., September &, ' 1862,
SIr: In compliance with your order of the 5th instant, I h'we the
honor to state that the only material on York River, orits nelghborhood
worth taking away is a quantity of white-oak t;nnber, about 37,000 solid
feet, in logs of frowm 13 to 23 feet in length, on the beach at Gloucester
l’omt, near the wharf, and convenient for shipping. The estimated
value of the timber is about $2,700. -
Very respectfully, your obedlent servant,
T. H. PATTERSON,
Commander and Senior Officer in York River.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Norfolk, Va,
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Wilkes, U, 8. Navy,
secking information regarding Confederate vessels and defenses in the
James River. o

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 9, 1862,
Sir: 1f you are in possession of the information called for in the fol-
lowing questions, you are desired to communicate it to the Department:
1. What are the names, size, and kind of armed vessels at and near

Richmond?

2. The number, kind, and size of guns on board of ecach vessel; how
mounted and where placed, and where they can be worked?

3. When each vessel will be ready for service, if not so now?

4, What extent from bow to stern of iron plating upon each vessel,
and the thickness of the plating?

5. When will the Merrimack 2d probably come down? What is the
uumber of her crew, and what her draft of water?

6. The name of the officer in command of each vessel ?

7. In what state is the barrier below Fort Darling?

8. What vessels are below the barrier?

9. What baftteries are on the James River?

10. What piles and torpedoes are there in the river, and where are
they located ?

11. Any other information that may he useful.

Very respecttully, GIDEON WELLES,

Commodore CHAS, WILKES,
Washington.

[Similar letter addressed by Acting Rear-Admiral Lee to Brigadier-
General Mansfield, commanding army forces at Suffolk, Va.|

{'T'elegram.)
For1 MONROR, September 9, 1862.
Our forces have been driven out of Williamsburg., Can you not
spare me another gunboat for Yorktown?
Joun A. Dix,
Major-General.
Rear-Admiral LEE.

[Tolegram.|

NoRrroLx, VA., September 9, 1862,
The naval force here has recently been so greatly reduced that I
have no additional gunboat to spare for York River,
S. P, Lek,
Acting Bear-Admiral,
General Dix.

Report of Acting Licutenant Colhoun, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8.
Hunchback, of an expedition by that vessel up the Chowan River, North
Carolina.

U. S. 8. HUNCHOBACK,
OfF Plymouth, N. C., September 10, 1862,

Sir: In obedience to yb’m‘ order I left this place early %unday morn-
ing (7th instant) and proceeded up the Chowan River, relieving the
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Shawsheen a short distance above Oolerain, opposite the encampment
of the New York Mounted Rifles, Captain [Walter 8.] Poor. The next
morning soon after daylight I went on up the river. On approaching
Reddick’s Ferry, at the mouth of Somerton Creel, I discovered a lot of
boxes, trunks, and a sack of coftee. On landing I examined the boxes
and trunks and found they contained a large quantity of wrxtmg paper,
steel pens, boots, shoes, black sewing silk, dry goods, etc. They were
owned by one George ). Happer, who clmms residence in Norfolk, Va,
Admitted that he bought them in Norfolk and got them out without =
pass; took them to the southern part of Norfolk County, thence by
boat through Dismal Swamp Canal and Gates County to said ferry.
Said he was taking them to Weldon via Boykin’s Depot, on the Sea-
board and Roanoke Railroad. 1 took possession of them and now have
them on board. There are in all 13 boxes, 1 trunk, and 1 sack coftee.
Leaving the ferry, I visited the battery below the mouth of Blackwater
which I destroyed last May. I found no one there; proceeded down
the river and anchored about 6 miles below the ferry, After dark I
went up and anchored just below it, and kept a good lookout during
the night, but made no discoveries. The followiug morning (9th instant)
1 landed opposite Reddick’s with three officers and thirty men, taking
the Somerton road, in order to capture one Albert Cross, who lives
about 1 mile by the river helow the ferry, having good information that
he has done our cause much injury by transporting conscripts, goods,
ete., across the river, and was thought to have been eoncerne(i in the
capture of two Union men, John B. Bracy and Robert Ilayes, who were
taken on the night of the 2d instant by rebel soldiers. I left orders for
the ITunchback to go down to Cross’s house fifteen ‘minutes after 1 had
started. Marching by the road about 2 miles, we came in the rear of
the house, surrounded it, and searched the premises. Cross's wife said
her husband and son lmd left on Monday mormng (8th instant) for
Somerton. During the search I ordered Acting Third Assistant Iingi-
neer John Wall to take six men and go a short distance on the Somer-
ton road to see if ' he could find a load of goods which I had information

was near by. He had been gone but a few minutes when I heard five
or six reports of firearms followed by others. I immediately went with
the rest of the men to his supporé. On arriving on the ground, which
was a thick wood with denge undergrowth, I learned that Mr.Wall and
one of the men were badly wounded. 1 ordered the men to take to the
trees, advance, and bring off the wounded. We kept up a sharp fire
all the time, From the nature of the ground I deemed it best to fall
back and open on them with the 9-inch guns and 12-pounder howitzer,
which I did, shelling the woods. What the force of the enemny was 1
am unable to determine, but conclude they had some regular troops, as
some were seen in uniform. I think several were killed or wounded,
as they were scen to fall. We captured the rifle and ammunition bag
belonging to Cross, as his name was upon the bag., Having no medi-
cal officer, I thoughb it best to come here without delay, where I arrived
ycster(l.xy at 5 p. m. Mr, Wall is wounded by a shot in left wrist
and one in left thigh, I think not dangerously. Jacob Holmes, first-
class fireman, wounded by buckshot in Jeft side and left arm. 1 have
information that a great many goods have been crossed day and night
at that ferry, also conscripts, slaves, and horses.

Very respectfully, your obedienf; servant,
LDMUND R. CoLHOUN,
Acting Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander C, W, FLUSSER,
Commanding U. 8. Naval Forces, Albemarle Sound,
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Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral
Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding men-of-war for the Wilmington blockade,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 10, 1862,
* » ) * » * * *

Your proposition to move down to the roads with the Minnesota is
left to your discretion, but the step should not be taken unless a suffi-
cient naval force is lett at Norfolk.

In reference to the suggestion in your No. 8 that one or two efficient
men-of-war be sent oft Wilmington for the protection of the blockad-
ing fleet there, the Department has to state that it is impossible at
present to give more vessels to that port.

* * * * * * *

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDroN WELLES.
Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LiE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Nor/jolk, Va,

Memoranda for the guidance of Captain Rodgers, senior officer at New-
port News, delivered to him September 10, 1862, by Acting Rewr -
Admiral 8. P. Lee, commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Anchor the vessels in bow and quarter line so as to have guns clear
and close, 8o as to prevent Merrimack from running or drifting by at
night and going to Washington or Baltimore,

Ohoose sufficiently narrow anchorage for this, though the fighting
should be done where there is suflicient sea room, say at Newport
News, ) '

Soon as practicable buoy out the 4-fathom line around, above, and
below Newport News,

Show no lights except signal lights from sunset to sunrise.

Use every precaution to prevent the enemy’s low vessels from run-
ning the blockade of James River,

Keep steam ready to move and work, and cable ready to slip at a
moment’s notice. o :

Keep battery cast loose, guns loaded with solid shot and heavy
charges, and provided for action as near as practicable all the time.

Keep ono watch on deck and awake from p. m. to a. m. twilight.

Keep a steam signal guard boat at a suitable distance ahead and
underway by night if not by day.

In fighting the Merrimack, drive her ashore it possible by ramming
and firing, then destroy her.

Letter from General Halleck, U. 8. Army, to the Secretary of the Navy,
requesting gunbouts for the protection of Yorktown, Va.

H#ADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, September 10, 1862,
Sir: General Dix telegraphs that the withdrawal of most of his
forces to Washington leaves Yorktown too weak, and earnestly requests
that one or two more gunboats be sent from the Potomac.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,
General in Chief.
Hon. G. WELLES, )
Secretary of the Navy.
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Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to General Halleck, U. 8. Army,
responding to the request Jor the protection of Yorktown,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 11, 1862,

I have received your note of the 10th instant, communic xtmg the
wish of General Dix that one or two moro g.,unboats may be sent to
Yorktown. Upon the application of (eneral,Dix, A cting Rear- Admiral
S. P, Lee, at Norfolk, who commands the North Atl.mtu, Squadron, will
no doubt be able to send an adequate naval force to the vicinity of
Yorktown,

I am, respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,

Major-General 1. W. HALLECK,

General in Chief U, S, Army.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee,
U. 8. Navy, regarding gunboats for Yorktown, Va,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, September 11, 1862,

Sir: I enclose herewith a copy of a note, dated the 10th instant,
received from General Halleck, communicating the wish of General
Dix that one or two more gunboat,s may be sent to Yorktown.

The Department has informed (xencral Halleck that, with the force
at your command, it will no doubt be in your power to place at York-
town an adequate number ot vessels upon the application of General
Dix for them.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GIDEON WELLES,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,
Commanding North Atlantic Blockaqu Squadron, Norfolk, Va.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Patterson,
U. 8. Navy, regarding shipping of timber Jrom Gloucester Point, and
cooperation with the army at Yorktown, Va.

U. 8. FLAGSIIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 11, 1(562

Sir: You will, if possible, charter an empty army tmussport for the
purpose of conveying to some Northern yard the lumber mentioned in
your letter of the Sth instant as convemently placed for shipping, using
contrabands for the purpose. Make the best bargain_you can under
the circuinstances., Commodore Livingston has been in the habit of
paying for freight of timber 10 cents per cubic foot.

Keep up a constant communication with the general in command at
Yorktown and afford him and the Army all the aid in your power.
General Dix has twice asked me to send an additional gunboat to York
River, and as I have none that I can spare for that purpose, a duty
doubly important -devolves upon you.

Keep me well informed, if' you ple i8¢, of all your movements,
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Send me (luplicates of whatever contracts or agreements you make
for the transportation of the lumber.
[ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LEE,
, Acting Rear A{Imnal
Commander I, H. PATTERSON,
Commanding U, 8. Gunboat Chocura, York River, Virginia,
P. 8.—The calking required for the Chocure will be done as soon as
possible.
S. P. LEE.

“Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, to Acting Volunteer
Licutenant Furniss, U. N. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Valley City, to
proceed with that vessel to York River, Virginia.

U. S. IFLAGSsHTP? MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 12, 1862,
SIr: My orders to you of September 9 are hereby revoked. You will
return them and the dispatches placed in your charge for the senior
officer off Wilmington to me by the tug which bears these instructions.
Return to the master machinist, Mr. Davids, the articles for the State of
(eorgia; also, to Lieutenant (Jomnmxding Phenix the ordnance stores
for the Monticello, Do all in your power to hasten your repairs, and
immediately on their complemon you will proceed with the Valley City
under your command to York River, Virginia, and report to Commander
T. H. Patterson, commanding U. 8. 8. 0/zocum, for such duty as he may
assign you in those waters,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- S. P, LEg,
Acting Rear-Admiral,
Acting Volunteer Licutenant II. K. FURN1SS,
Commanding Valley City, Hampton Roads, Virginia.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General
Dix, U. 8. Army, regarding measures jor the 9t70nﬂhcnmq of York-
town, Va.

U. 8. FLAGsIIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 12, 1862,
GENERAL: Ihave the honor to inform you that in order to strengthen
our position at Yorktown I have diverted the gunboat Valley City, now
undergoing some repairs at Fortress Monroe, from her intended desti-
nation on the blockade off Wllmmgton, where her services are much
needed, and to-morrow, when her repairs will probably be finished, she
will proceed to assist the U. 8. gunboat Chocura in her present opem-
tions in York River.
[ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral,
Major-General Jonn A. Dix, U. S. Army,
Oommanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.
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Report of Acting Rear- Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report of
Captain degcrs, U. 8. Navy, regarding affairs in James River.

U, 8. FLAGsHIP ]\‘[INNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 12, 1862.

Sir: I shall order the Valley City, now under orders for the blockmde
oft Wilmington and undergoing some slight repairs at Fortress Monroe,
to proceed immediately to Yorktown for the duty indicated in your
dispateh ef the 11th instant.

Since the receipt of your dispatch of the 10th instant I propose
to defer moving this ship to Newport News. I think the naval force
should be concentrated at the probable point of naval attack, at which
point I wish to be. I could leave the ferr yboat South field (whose boiler
is now and will be for six weeks under repairs), the ferryboat Morse,
and the tug Rescue (with two light pieces on bo'ud) in this harbor.

The Galena and Monitor, with the gunboats Genesee and Mahaska,
and the ferryboat Commodore Barpey, make up the force now at New-
port News. The Galena is very vuluerable and no better, perhaps,
than a wooden vessel. The Monitor has been solong a time under steam
that her machinery wants repairing, and is very liable to derangement.
The New Ironsides would make this situation, upon which Washington
depends so much, secure against the really formidable Jer rimack.

If credit «an be placed in the very confident reports from the shore,
the Merrimack will come forthwith,

I enclose a copy of a letter from Captain Rodgers, giving his views of
our sitnation, and which deserve consideration.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' S. P, LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Enclosure. ]

U. S. S. GALENA,
Off Newport News, September 9, 1862,

SIR: In accordance with your rcquwt I have the honor to submit
my opinions in regard to the situation of our aflairs on James River.

It is known that the rebels are building a vessel called the Virginia,
or Merrimack 2d, at Richmond, to be iron-plated, and, in the opinion of
the rebel navy officers, as far a8 we can learn them, "to bo ver y formi-
dable, in which they will avoid such defects as they found in the
Merrvimack,

She will draw, we hear, 124 feet water,

Her artillery is to be four rmw, of 73-inches caliber.

These guns are so arranged as to be used three at once on either side,
or at either end Our 100 pounder Parrott gun has a caliber of 6 inches,
The Virginia’s guns, of so much greater diameter of bore, will scarcely
throw a less shot than the 6-inch Parrott. The rule has ever been, as
far as I know, for people who make war to select, as far as they can, the
place for hghtm g.

It is unnecessary to look for examples in Greek, Roman, and modern
Buropean history. Our Indians always, if possible, select their battle
grounds. 1 therefore presume the rule is one of the simplest and
ecarliest.

The best place for the Merrimack to fight is a narrow channel, in the
middle of which she can lie and use three-fourths of her entire heavy
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armament, exposing the least of her surface, and in which no ram can
attack her except by running against her bow, especially designed for
such encounters. The worst place for us is anarrow channel,1n which,
not a single navy-built war vessel being able to fire parallel to her keel,

we must of necessity place ourselves more or less across the channel to
bring our battery to bear, in which position we get ashore as soon as
we go either ahead or xbtern. If we anchor and get outa spring, we
e]\po.se ourselves to the bulk of JMerrimack 2d, and much surface to her
shot

In & narrow channel, as in a doﬁle, one or two combatants only ca
take part at once,

To lie willingly, therefore, in a narrow channel while expecting an
engagement with vessels of the Merrimack’s peculiar qualities, would
not be wise. While the army was at Harrison’s Landing we had the
river flanks of the army to cover, and then we had no free choice, but
now this choice is offered. The peninsula has been abandoned, and
gsome other line to Richmond will be taken in our next military
approaches.

'The navy can not pass Fort I).u‘lmg because the obstructions prevent
them from doing so; they ean not reduce Fort Darling on account of
the ¢levation, and because the channel, scarcely wider than the vessel’s
length, will not admit of employing more than two or three gunboats
at a time against it. Many vessels will be but little more eiticacious
than a couple.

The best place for us to tight the Merrimack would be upon the oceal,
where she would be at our mercy; the best place in James River is
where its channel is widest, where we have room to maneuver, to deploy
our gunboats, and to use them in a combined attack without any dan-
ger of running on shore and where there will be space to move freely
without mutual collisions,

In studying the chart, I find Newport News combines moread vantages
to us than_any other point. The channel is more than a mile wide ; it
is within the influence of the sea breeze and free from the malaria said
to be in the autumn so dangerous on James River. It is within easy
reach of our communications, without involving the necessity of a large
force simply to keep the river open.

We have no use for the riverif the army does not approach Rlchmond
along the river; the army has no use for it. When the city falls, the
batteries lying between Norfolk and Richmond will fall of themselves,
When the main army has been defeated, no fragment of it can hold

earthworks which can be attacked at once by land and water.

In regard to reconnoissances up the river, simply gomg to look wil'
not prevcnt the erection of batteries, The probability is that such
will, it made, be built behind scresns of trees; but suppose that they
are luult in plain sight, and that the Iaborers retive upon the approach
of the gunboats, firing can do little harm. The vessel fires as much as
the cuptmn thinks proper, and then retires. A few spades of earth
will repair the damage; the earthwork being finished, the guns, kept
some 2 miles in the rear, can be brought up and put in a state of efli-
ciency in a few hours,

I see no great use in a reconnoissance, therefore; but if the Merri-
mack 2d should conceal herself in the 0]nckahommy, or even lie against
the bank and cover herself with a screen of green boughs, she would
be apt to escape detection. If, after our gunboats had gone by, she
should follow them to some narrow place, where she could not be passed
except after capture, our gunboats would probably be lost to us. The
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reconnoissance is therefore dangerous, and, as fat as 1 see, of no utility;
it involves a useless conaumption of coal 1t is evident that should
the Merrimack, contrary to our e\pcctﬂtlons, be able to pass our gun.
boats here, Washmgton and Baltimore would be at her mercy.

We lLave nothing stronger than the Monitor and Galena to oppose
her, Many people think she will not dare to make the attack. I pre-
sume that, when ready, she will make it. She has no other use, If
destroyed the enemy loses nothing necessary to his defense, and if,
against probability, she should succeed, then Washington, Bdltlmore,
and Nortolk would reward her success, :

I do not anticipate anything but defeat for her. If however, the
Monitor should run aground, or meet with an accident to her machinery,
the probability of our success would be reduced below a prudent
preponderance.

Any fight here with the rebels must be & Poutrance. The navy cen
not atiord to let her pass while a single vessel remains afloat.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
JOHN RODGERS,
Captuin.,

Admiral S. P. LEE,

Commanding Novth Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. S. Navy, giving information
regarding Confederate vessels and the capabilities of the force under his
command.,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 12, 1862,

S1r: I bhave the honor to enclose herewith a sketch* of the Merri-
mack 2d, drawn from data got of Mr. Burroughs, who built her hull
here. Sheappears to be a formidable vessel, and is said to have speed,
and a ram calculated to reach the Monitor’s bottom, Her sides are so
constructed as to resist ramming by ordinary vessels, and to injure
them in making the attempt. She is strong in construction, in timber,
and in armor., Besides the Merrimuck 2d and the Yorktown (which i is

said to be partially iron-plated), the enemy has four steam tugs, taken
from here, each mounting a 100- poundor rifle gun, taking the Teaser as

a sample. We know not what other force they have prepared at and

near Richmond.

Our force, with its mpabxhtles, is as follows:

The Minnesota is lar ge, draws 234 feet of water, an(l is difficult to
handle in these narrow limits of good water for her. As she floats her
battery high, a low-built ironclad of speed may keep close alongside
and deliver a destructive fire, whilst our guns can not be depressed
to reach such an assailant. At distant firing, projectiles would be
effectual against this large wooden vessel, whilst our firing would Dbe
ineflectual against an ironclad. It is at near range, suiting the utmost
depression of our guns, that the weight of our broadside discharge
would tell against inctined armor. The JMinnesota has no stern guns,
nor is she fitted to carry them. She neceds some heavy rifle guns, at
least for the bow and stern, to throw steel-pointed shot capable of
entering inclined armor.

“This drawing is substantially the same us the drawings in Sories I, volume 7,
page 590.



UNITED STATES [RONCLAD STEAMER GALENA.
Prepared from photographs loaned by New York Commandery, M. O, L. L. U. 8. and official plans in Navy Department.,
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The Galena (ironclad) is not strong and is very vulnerable.

The Honitor is siow and might not be able to keep in the fight; she
is 80 low in the water, especially aft, that I think she might be run
upon and sunk; she has been a long time under steam, and, whilst kept
50, ¢an not receive the repiirs she necds, the want of whi(,h might sud-
denly cause her to be disabled. Should she happen to get ashore on a
falling tide and where there should be some sea, owing to her heavy
umlmr and comparatively light under works, the casualty might be fatal

to her.

And yet the main reliance in a fight with the Merrimack 2d would
be in these two ix‘onclads, if the Minnesota’s broadsides could not reach
the enemy at the right distance.

The GQenesee and Mahaska are double-end wooden gunboats, Their
guns would e serviceable in the fight, but they themselves could not
ram the Merrimack, owing to the construction of her sides, They and
the Barney (telryboab) could attend to the Merrimack’s consorts.

Where so much is at stake, the public interests here, the city of
Baltimore, the scat of Government at Washington, it is proper to pro-
vide a sufficient force to secure success without doubt. I respectfully
submit, therefore, that the New Ironsides, recently here and now at
Philudelphiu- taking in her masts, which ave not needed for this service,
should be immediately sent here and kept until the Merrimack 2d is
disposed of.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S, P, LER,
Acting Rear-Admiral.
Hon. GiIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

[Tolegram.|

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 12, 1862.

The Miami will remain at Hampton Roads under your orders for the
present.
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Nav Y.
Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,
Comdy., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Eoads.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, S, Navy, to Commander Townsend,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. S, Miami, to proceed to Newport News, Va.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Novfolk, Va., September 12, 1862,

Sir: The Secretary of the Navy, by telegraph, attaches the Miami to
my command.

Immediately on the receipt of this you will pl‘occed to Newport News
and report to Captain John Rodgers, the senior ofiicer there, for duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, S P L
LE

Acting Rear- A(lnural
COMMANDING OFFICER oF U. 8. GUNBOAT MIAMI,
Hampton Roads, Virginia.

N W1



18 NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON.

Ovrder of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Master Rogers, U. S. Navy,
to confer with Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding
magneto-machines,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, September 12, 1862,

SIR: Your communication of the 8th instant lms been received.,

You are hereby detached from the flotilla under command of Gommo-
dore Wilkes, and you will report for ditty to Commodore Harwood,
commandant of the navy yard, Washington.

As the magneto-machines are not at present required at the points
for which they were originally intended, the Department will be glad
to have you .visit Actmg Rear- Admir al S. P. Lee, commanding the
North Atflantic Blockading Squadron, and confer with him relative to
the using of them in that squadron,

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Master HENRY J. ROGERS,
Navy Yard, Washington, 1. C.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Commander Arm-
strong, U. S. Navy, in view of the arrival of his senior officer, Com-
mander Scott, U, 8. Navy.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 13, 1862,

Sir: On the arrival of Commander Gustavus H. Scott, commandmg
U. 8. 8. Maratanza, and your senior officer, you will at‘tord him all the
information in your power relative to the blockade off Wilmington,
turning over to him any instructions you may have from Admiral
Goldsborough, or from me, relative to the disposition of vessels, sup-
plies, prizes, ete. The squadron instructions, general orders, circulars,
blockade papers, ete., now on board the Octoram will be transferred to
the Maratanza,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’s. p. LEg,
Acting Rear- Admiral.
Commander J. I, ARMSTRONG,
~ U. 8. 8. State of Georgia.

Report of Acting Volunteer Licutenent Furniss, U7. 8. Navy, of" expected
departure for York River, in obedience to orders.

U. S, S. VALLEY Ciry,
Hampton Roads, September 13, 1862,
ADMIRAL: 1 have the honor tc acknowledge receipt of your orders of’
the 12th instant, which command my attention, ‘
Herewith 1 1etm‘n my orders of the 9th instant and the dispatches
for the senior officer oft Wilmington. I hope to be able to leave for the
York River to-morrow, 14th instant.
Very 1‘ebp(,(,t;iully your most obedient servant,
» HARTMAN K. FURNISS,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.
Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE,
Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Novfolk, Va,
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Report of Aecting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding Conjederate
vessels at Wilmington, N. C.

U. S, FrAGsHIP MINNESOTA, ‘
Norfoll, Va., September 14, 1862.

Sir: Lieutenant-Commander Arnold, commanding U. 8. S, Mystic,
reports as follows:

In obedience to an order from Commandor Armstrong, T have to report that thero
ure bwo vessels (ironelitd) at Wilmington preparing for oftensive operations agiinsg
the U. 8. blockading squwtlron oft that place. Ono of them is all ready for seu; tho
other will be 8o in a’fow weeks. 'This information was obtained at Beaufort through
a desorter from Wilmington.

This report is dated September 3.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘
_ S, . Lex,

Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GinEoN WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, . C.

Reports and corrvespondence relative to the granting of trading permits,
Novfolle and wvicinity, September 14 to November 18, 1862,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, requesting the Department's instructions.

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Norfollk, Va., September 1.1, 1862.

Sir: Iinclosed is a copy of an application,® dated the Gth instant,
received yesterday, through General Viele, from the president of the
Norfolk (ias Company, to send a quantity of’ shingles to the North, in
order to obtain a year’s supply of coal for the company.

These shingles are understood to be back in the country at or near
Suftolk, and within or near ourlines,

Captain Case informs me that Admiral Goldsborough allowed shin-
gles to be taken from Norfolk to pass the guard vessels and be sent
North; but that he deelined to give passes for the procuring of shingles
and lumber from the country to be brought here.

I respectfully ask the instructions of the Department upon this sub-
ject generally and upon this application, which 1 understand meets
with the approval ot General Viele.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
v S. P, LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon. GiptoN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Nevy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, requesting instructions regarding the issue of
permits tuv merchant vessels.

U. S. FLAGsHIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 16, 1862,
Sir: 1 have respectfully to request that you will instruct me in
relation to passing vessels from this port to a Northern port with
merchandise.

*Not necessary to publish,
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I enclose a copy of the manifest of the schooner (4.] Perry, loaded
with nmrohan(llso for Baltimore, and a copy of a permit issued from
General Viele’'s headquarters to clear her for that port, both just
received for my approval, and upon which I suspend action until I
‘Thear from the Department.

I do not find on file any definite mstructlons from the Department on
the subject. I learn, however, that several vessels with merchandise
were, by Rear- Admiral (r()ldsborongh permitted to pass the naval guard
vebsds. 1t this proceeding is approvul by the Department, it may be
sufficient for me hereafter to approve all similar permits issued by
authority of (ieneral Dix at Fortress Monroe or of General Viele at
Norfolk,

I desire instructions also for my guidance in regard to merchandise
coming into Norfolk from Northern ports with or without like permits,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obadient servant,
S. P. LFE,
Aetg, Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIbEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, forbidding traffic
in the blockaded region,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 17, 1862,
Sir: I have received your letter of the 14th instant, enclosing a copy
of an application made to you by the president of thn Norfolk Gas
Company to send a uantity of shingles to the North,
No traftic in shingles, cotton, tobacco, or other articles can be per-
mitted in the region blockaded. ‘
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GiDEON WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy.,
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,
Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Novfolk, Va,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admi.al Lee, U. 8, Navy, restricting all
traffic in the blockaded region.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, September 18, 1862,
SIR: Your No. 25 has been received. You will allow no vessel to
import or export merchandise into Norfolk, Klizabeth River, or any
port of the country blockaded. Beaufort, in North (qu'()h"d, is the
only port open for general traffic within the limits of the North Atlantic
Squadron, and you will not regard what are called *permits” from any
oflicer except the Secretary ot the Treasary, War, or Navy as author-
izing the ingress or egress of any vessel in vmlatlon of the blockade,
The schooner Perry, loaded with merchandise for Baltimore, can not
be permitted to depart. There must be no favoritism or license for
trade given to any one or more of our own countrymen to traffic within
the blockaded region, or toimport or export merchandise. That would
be justly considered as evasion of the blockade and in bad faith, No
officer of the Army or Navy is authorized to grant permits, and you
will seize all vessels that are engaged in illegal traffic.
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Such vessels as, under the 'mthonty of the War or Navy Department,
may be engaged to carvy supplms to the Army or Navy will take no
return cargo. The blockade is intended to interdict all trade whatever
with the country blockaded during its continuance, and should be
rigidly enforced.

The permit of the provost-marshal is of no authority whatever, and
you will not regard it.

I am, respectfully, ete.,
GIDKBEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, Lun,
Comdyg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Norfolk,

Proclamation of the President of the United States relaxing the blockads of the ports of
Beaufort, Port Royal, and New Orleans,

MAy 12, 1862,

Whereas, by my proclamation of the 19th of April, one thousand
eight hundn ed and sixty-one, it was declm'ed that the pnrts of certain
States, including those of Beaufort, in the State of North Carolina,
Port Royal, in the State of South (Jarolma, and New Orleans, in the
kState of Loummm, were, for reasons therein set forth, intended to be
placed under blockade; and whereas the said ports of Beaufort, Port
Royal, and New Orleans have since been blockaded; but as the block-
ade of the same ports may now be safely relaxed with advantage to the
interests of commerce: ,

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Abraham Lincoln, President of
the United States, pursuant to the authomty in me vested by the fifth
section of the act of Congress approved on the 13th of July last,
entitled “An act further to provide for the collection of duties on
imports, and for other purposes,” do hereby declare that the blockade
of the said ports of Beaufort, Port Royal, and New Orleans shall so far
cease and determine, from - and after the first day of June next, that
commercial intercourse with those ports, except as to persons, things,
and information contraband of war, may from that time be carried on,
subject to the laws of the United States and to the limitations and in
pursuance of the regulations which are pre%cmbe(l by the Secretary of
the Treasury in his order of this date, which is appended to this
proclamation,

In witness whereof I have hercunto set my hand and caused the
seal of the United States to be aftixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this 12th day of May, in

[L. 8 the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-

8. two and of the Independence of the United States the
eighty-sixth.
ABLRAIIAM LINCOLN.

By the President:

WiLLiaM H, SEWARD,
Seceretary of State,

Regulations relating to trade with ports opered by proclamation.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, May 12, 1862,

1. To vessels clearing from foreign ports and destined to ports opened
by the proclamation of the President of the United States of this dute,
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namely, Beaufort, in North Carolina, Port Royal, in South Carolina,
and New Orleans, in Louisiana, licenses will be granted by consuls of
the United States upon satisfactory evidence that the vessel so licensed
will convey no persons, property, or information contraband of war
either to or from the said ports, which license shall be exhibited to the
collector of the port to which said vessels may be respectively bound,
immediately on arrival, and, if required, to any ofticer in charge of the
blockade; and on leaving either of said ports every vessel will be
required to have a clearance from the collector of the customs, accord-
ing to law, showing no violation of the conditions of the license. Any
violation of said conditions will involve the forfeiture and condemna-
tion of the vessel and cargo, and the exclusion of all parties concerned
from any further privilege of entering the United States during the
war for any purpose whatever. , .

2. To vessels of the United States clearing coastwise for the ports
aforesaid licenses can only be obtained from the Treasury Department.

3. In all other respects the existing blockade remains in full force
and effect as hitherto established and maintained, nor is it relaxed by
the proclamation except in regard to the ports to which the relaxation
is by that instrument expressly applied.

S. P. CHASE,

Secretary of the Treasury.

Letter from Aoting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Dix, U, 8, Army, regarding
the restriction of traffio,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
- Norfolk, Va., September 18, 1862,
GENERAL: The president of the Norfolk Gas Company recently
applied to me, through (ieneral Viele, to send a quantity of shingles
to the North, This application was promptly referred to the Navy
Department, and in reply 1 am instructed that ‘no traffic in shingles,
cotton, tobacco, or other articles can be permitted in the region
blockaded.” ,
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
) S. P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral,
Major-General Joun A, DIX,
Conimanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General Dix, U. 8, Army, regarding
the provision of official certificates to army transports,

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Norfolk, Va., September 18, 1862,

Sir: The instructions from the Navy Department, of which I in-
formed you to-day, make it necessary that 1 immediately direct the
naval vessels on guard duty not fo allow any steamer or sailing vessel
to pass in or out of this harbor and these waters uiless she is in the
service of the Army or Navy, and has nothing on board except the
United States mail or United States troops, public property, viz, army
or navy stores and supplies. In respect to all army transports I
respectfully request that you will cause each to be supplied with an
official certificate, stating the name of the transport, that she is in the
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gervice of the Army, and that she has nothing on board for traffic.
Such « certificate should be left with the officer of the navy guard ves-
sel by ever'y steamer or vessel passing either way.

I further request to be informed of the name and official position of
the officer at Norfolk and at Fortress Monroe whom you may authorize
to issue these certificates. All vessels without such u certificate will
be liable to detention,

Whilst I desire to carry out my instructions with fidelity, I need not
assure you of my further wish to do so in accordance with your official
convenience,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours,
- 8. P, ILEE,
Acting Rear- Admzral

Major-General Dix,

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.

Letter from Major-General Dix, U, 8, Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. Navy, trans-
mitting a copy of a letter to the Secretary of War requesting authority to grant permits,

HFADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 19, 18()2.

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two
communiecations of the 18th instant.

I have directed the provost-marshal, Captain William E. Blake, to
give the certificates you require. I %hall however, call the attention of
the Government to the instructions you have received from the Navy
Department, and ask that some action may be had on my communica-
tion of the 4th instant to the Secretary of War, of which I enclose a
copy.

You may be assured that until some proper system of intercourse
with Norfolk is established, so that the people may receive what they
need for their subsistence and comfort, I shall interpose no obstacle to
the execution ot those instructions, but, on the contrary, shall do all in
my power to aid you in carrying them out.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOoHN A, Dix,
Major-General, Commanding.
Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,
Commanding North dtlantic Blockading Squadron,

[Enclosure.]

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Lort Mon'roe, Va., September 4, 1862,

SirR: Immediately after I was placed in command of the troop% at
this post and in the vicinity I called the attention of the (Jovermnent to
the destitute condition of the 20,000 people of Norfolk, arising from the
interruption ot their commeroml intercourse while the rebels were in
possession of the city, and the system of exc lusion which was adopted
after it was captured by us and which I found in force. [ recommended
a total change of regimen on grounds of humanity as well as policy, I
thought it due to ourselves as generous concuerors to put an end to
the restrictions which, under the insurgents, were a matter of constraint,
but which we oontmue(l as a matter of choice, and to afford a tree
ingress to the necessaries and comforts of life, of which the inhabitants
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wero in extreme need. My recommendations were adopted only to a
limited extent. Kight vessels were permitted by the Secretary of the
Treasury to proceed there with cargoes, Nearly three months have
clapsed and the people are even more destitute than they were wlen
they came under our dominion, .The suspension of business to.a great
extent necess u‘lly compels them to live on what they have saved
instead of their daily earmng‘s, which are for the most part cut oft;
and they are constantly becoming, by the consumption of their savin gs,
less able to pay high prices, Besules, the nonintercourse we are keep-
ing up has, by excluding supplies, rendered the city entirely destitute
of many of the essential articles of subsistence. They are not to be had
at any price. 'This infliction, and it is a serious one, falls on the loyal
as well as the disloyal, and it is certainly not calculated to add to the
number of our friends or diminish the number of owr enemies. I
advised a liberal treatment for all, punishing where any open hostility
to the Government was shown.,

I do not understand that this view of the subject was disapproved by
the Government, but from a communication recently received from the
Treasury Department a difficulty is supposed to exist in the fact that
Norfolk is “within the section of the country affected by the blockade.”

It is respecttully suggested that since the capture and occupation of
Norfolk by the military forces of the United States the principles of
public law applicable to blockaded por ts are no longer in force there.
It is not a case of complete conquest in which we must look to our
constitution and laws for the authority Which we exercise, but is a case
in which the Dlace is held by the right of military occupation, in which
we are exercising the powers given by the laws of war, and in which
‘we may further accord to the inhabitants privileges not strictly con-
ferred by those laws. Rear-Admiral (ioldsborough, who lies in the
harbor in the Minnesota, is not there to enforce the blockade, but to
enforce the mxlltmy occupation.

That this is the view taken by the Government I can not doubt, tor
certainly the right to grant the permits given by the Secretary of the
Treasury to introduce eight cargoes of merchandise for general traflic
is not to be found in the laws of blockade, which imply a naval force
on the part of one belligerent and a closed port on the part of another.

I do not overlook the fact that Norfolk is a recovered possession and
that we hold it theoretically to be now and always to have been a part
of the United States. But we do not act on this assumption, for it we
did we should extend our civil jurisdiction over it and set in motion the
customary machinery of administration. On the contrary, we govern
it by military force and treat if; for all practical purposes as a conquest,
Under the rule of military occupation therefore, we may, without being
questloned by neutrals, admit any intercourse with our own citizens or
any portion of them essential to the maintenance of our authority or
to the preservation and comfortable support of those whom we have
subjected by our power. It ison this principle, I suppose, that the lim-
ited right to trade has been conferred in a few instances on particular
individuals.

1 beg leave further to suggest whether permits of this description,
granted to afford to the inhabitants of the town or districts thus sub-
jected and held by force the means of subsistence, should not be given
by the military commander; whether they can with propriety come
from the Secretary of the Treasury, who is at the head of a civil Depart-
ment, and whose functions in respect to revenue and commerce are
wholly inapplicable to conquered territories governed by the laws of
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war, It seems to me that the other function iy incident to the right of
military oc(,upatlon and not to be defended on any other ground.

Should this view of the subject be concurred in, I respectfully request
that I may be authorized to grant permits to vessels {o go to Norfolk
with such supphcs as I deem mdispensable to save the inhabitants
from suffering by hunger and cold, and that Rear-Admiral Goldsbor-
ough be directed to respect the permits thus granted by me.

In regard to the justice of this measare, there are considevations,
already briefly alluded to, which address themselves to us with great
force. The people of Norfolk are cut off by our occupation of the
place from their former sources of supplies. We have surrounded
them by a chain of sentinels and have interdicted trade with the insur-
gent Stfltes, from which they could always draw at some price the nee-
essaries they needed. They are in worse condition in this respect now
than they were under the Confederates. And it is submitted whether
on every principle of justice to them and to ourselves we should not
allow them the privilege of obtaining what they need from the loyal
portions of the Union. It seems to me that we are bound to do this,
or to let them pass through our lines into the insurgent States.

The enclosed letter from Brigadier-Gieneral Viele, the military gov-
ernor of Norfolk, states the case with great brevity and force, and I
commend it to the attention of the Government,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JonN A. Dix,
Major-General,
Hon. . M. STANTON,
Seeretary of War,
[Subenelosure. ]
NORFOLK, VA., September 2, 1862.

GENERAL: There are two questions connected with the administra-
tion of affairs in this city and Portsmouth which are becoming a source
of embarrassment to me. The one is the procurement of supplies for
those who have the means and the other the supplying of those who
have not the means.

We are, in point of fact, holding here in custody about 20,000 people.
We must cither let them feed themselves or we must feed them.

The opening of the port for a restricted trade seems to me to be a
measure of necessity to save the Government from great annoyance.

TFood muist be allowed to come in or the people will starve. 1f food
is allowed to come in the products of the surroundmg country must be
allowed to go out to pay for it. Again: There is a large class of per-
sons here who have no means to purchase food if it were here. 'These
are mostly willing to go away to the neighboring counties and to North
Carolina it allowed to do so. 'They are helpless women and children,
who are begging daily at my headquarters for food. Those who are
too poor to go, or who have no friends, may be supported by levying
contributions upon those who have the means.

I have always considered that the only point to be attained here was
perfect tranquillity ; this has been secured so far. In order to continue
it, the steps I have referred to appear to be necessary.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"EGBERT I.. VIELE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding,
Major-General DIX,
Commanding, etc., Fort Monroe,
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Letter from Major- Gcneral Dix, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regard-
ing precautions exercised.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862.

ADMIRAL: I have sent the passes designed for Norfolk to Captain
J. H. Liebenau, provost-marshal, who will sign them for vessels coming
trom that port. Qaptain Blake wnll sign passes for vessels going from
this post,

The mail and transport vessels are subject to a strict examination,
and nothing is permitted to go in them except supplies for the Army or
articles belonging to individuals not designed for traflic. Aun account
of everything carried in these vessels is kept by the captain of the port.
By these precautions there can be no trafic with Norfolk, except such
as is carried on under the wguhmtlons which I sent to you.

L am, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A, Dix,
Major-General,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,

Commanding North Atlantiec Blockading Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, transmitting correspondence relative to the
construction of rules regarding permits,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA
Off Newport News, Va., October 2, 1862,
SIR: I beg leave to refer the matter embraced in the en(,loa(,d "opw;
of correspondence between General Dix and myself for the considera
tion and decision of the Department. The schooner Marblehead wmts
to take out a cargo of merchandise. General Dix seems to think that
Mr, Chase’s letter allows this, and any amount of trade the military
authorities may approve in clearing vessels.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S 1) LI'.IE
Actg. Rear- Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading S puulron.
Hon., GIbEON WLLLL%,
Secretury of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosures. )

HDQRS, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, DEPT. OF VIRGINIA,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 1, 1862,

AbpMIRAL: | have the honor to enclose a copy of the notlce you
sent me.

I also enclose a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury
in regard to a vessel detained at Norfolk. You will observe that the
right of the mlhtary commander to clear a vessel from a blockaded
port, the vessel having arrived there under a proper clearance, is dis-
tinctly admitted. This will relieve the question of supplies for Norfolk
of a good deal of dlﬂlwlby The Secretary of the Treasury has granted
a permit for a very large quantity of necessaries—among other items
2,000 tons of coal. The mbabitants have no money, or at least none
wluch the importers will take. They must therefore pay m the prod-
ucts of their labor—tobaceo, shingles, sweet potatoes, ete. Under the
decision of the Secretary of the Treasury they may do so, and I trust,
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as tho right to rogulate commerce resides in the Tre.wury Departient,
that you will not consider your instructions from the Secretary of the
Navy as conllicting with this decision. This rule has always been rec-
ognized heretofore. On the return of a vessel entering Norfolk under
the authority of the Treasury Department with merchandise, I have
authorized her to be cleared, with a cargo of agl'lvultur i products, to
.my port ot entry in a loy(ml State. Were it otherwise the permit to

carry necessaries there would be a mockery, The case of the Marble-
head is precisely in point, for she was regularly cleared for Norfolk and
is laden with staves and headings for a Teturn car go. The Secretary,
you will notice, does not decide her case as a special one, but states the
rule which covers it.

The Delaware, which has taken the place of the Morse, is preclsely
what we want. With the West Fnd, a heavy tug which 1 have armed,
we shall have an efficient river defense. | do not know what mstruc
tions you have given the commander of the Delwwure, and 1 will be
much ()bhged to you if you will request him to act, in conjunction with
the West I/nd, under the directions of Major-General Peck, who will be
advised of all exigencics as they arise and know how to meet them.,

I am, adimiral, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JOoHN A, Dix,
Major-General,

Acting Rear-Admiral S, P, LEE,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, September 27, 1862,

Str: I have received your letter* of this date respecting the deten-
tion of the schooner Marblehead.

All permits for vessels to proceed to any of the blockaded ports are
issucd by this Department, upon the authority of the War or Navy
Department, and no collector of the customs is authorized to clear a
vessel to any such port, unless he is specially instructed to do so by
this Department, under the above authority.

When a vessel has been thus cleared and arrives at a blockaded
port, her clearance from that port is entirely within the discretion of
the militzu‘y authorities in command at such point, and this Depart.-
ment has no jurisdiction in regard to such clearances. When such
clearances have been granted, however, by the military authorities,
such clearance will be respectod by the eustom-house officers on the
arrival of the vessel, and they have been so instructed.

I am, very respectiully,
8, P. CIIASE,
Secretary of the Treasury.
C. H. CurTriNg, Bisq.,
Washington.

—

U. S. FLAGsHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va,, October 2, 1862,
GENERAL: Your communication of the 1st instant is received. I do
not see that the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury to Mr, Cutting,
respecting the schooner Marblehead, allows anything more than that

* Seo p. 36,
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she may be cleared without a cargo of merchandise. This view is con-
sistent with my instructions ot September 18 from the Secretary of the
Navy, which I read to you, and the substance of which I wrote to
you on the 23d ultimo, The conclusion yoiur arrive at and the course
you propose seem to me to be clearly i conflict with my orders.
Your communication and this reply will, however, be referred to the
Department for its consideration and deusmn.
I have the honor to be, general, very l'espectfully 12’()1}!‘8,
J]U]U,
Aetg. Rear- Admiraly, Comdy. North Atlantie Bloe Imdnu/ Squadron.
Major-General JOoHN A. D1y, U. 8. Army, V
Commanding Scventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va,

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, regarding the
clearance of vessels from Norfolk,

, NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 4, 1862,

Sir: I have received your No. 55, enclosing copy of correspondence
between General Dix and yourself, in reference to the clearance of
vessels from Norfolk.

Your decision in the matter is correct and in conformity with instrue-
tions and the war rule of the blockade. There must be no tr: utie, no
return cargo. Supplies may be conveyed to the troops, but not to the
people of Norfolk and Virginia.

1 am, respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Seeretary of the Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,
old Point (}umﬁ)rt, V.

Report of Acting Rear-Adriiral Lee, U. S. Navy, transmitting correspondence with Major-
General Dix, regarding a conflict of authority relative to the clearance of merchant
vessels,

7. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., October 9, 1862,

Sir: I have the honor to state that on the 6th instant the schoonu"
Walliam Penn, of Beverly, Mass,; with a cargo of 6 bales canvas, 10
bales old rope, 1 barrel brass, 78 packages tobacco, and 33,870 staves,
was stopped by the guard ve.ss(,] at Norto]k, and is still (letdme(l She
was cleared by order of Brigadier-General Viele on account of Messrs,
Clarke & Woodward, ot Boston, Mass, I await the instructions of the
Department in this case,

In this connection I beg leave to inform the Department that imme-
diately upon the receipt of its instructions to me of the 4th instant, in
answer to my No. b5, 1 communicated the substance of them to (Yenoral
Dix,in a letter (October 6), of which the enclosed isncopy (A). On the
s'une day the general replied to me (see B , enclosed) that the vessel
concerning which I had asked for and rebelved the above-mentioned
instructions had been permitted to leave Norfolk with a cargo, ““under
a permit and under a rule prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury,”
the ¢ permit” being from General Viele’s headquarters and the “rule”
ascertained or constructed by General Dix from Secretary Chase’s lot-
ter of the 27th ultimo to Mr. Cutting, which, as you have instructed
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me, justified no stich rule as that the Army may clear from here with
cargoes of merchandise vessels which brought army supplies. There
seems to be a great disposition to carry on trade here under army
facilities, .

I would respectfully ask if the letter I addressed yesterday to (en-
eral Dix, a copy of which (O) is enclosed, meets the case properly and
obtains the approbation of" the Departinent. ,

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
S. P, LeR,
ety Rear- Admiral, Comdy, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Hon. GipzoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosurey. |

A‘

U. S, I'LAGSIIP MINNESOTA,
Of Newport News, Va., October 6, 1862,
GENERAL: Your communication to me of the 1st instant and its
enclosures, with my reply in copy, were referred to the honorable Sec-
retary of the Navy, In reply thereto the Department writes that my
decision in the matter is correct, and in conformity with instructions
and the law of blockade; that there must be no traffic—no return
cargo; that supplies may be conveyed to the troops, but not to the
people of Norfolk and Virginia. [ respecttully request your aid in
your department in putting a stop to all further attempts to violate the
blockade and the instructions of the Department, which I have the
honor to communicate to you.
[ have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your most obedi-
ont servant, -
S. P, LEx,
Aety. Rear-Admiral, Comdy. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Major-Gieneral Joun A. Dix, U, S. Army,
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va,

B.

Hpors, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, DEPT. OF VIRGINIA,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 6, 1862,

ADMIRAL: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of' this date, and to say in reply that I shall do all in
my power hereafter, as I have heretofore, to aid you in preventing any
commercial intercourse with Norfolk except such as is permitted by
the Secretary of the Treasury, under specizl permit, granted in con-
formity to the printed regulations concerning internal and coastwise
intercourse, of which I sent you a copy. 1 have not, since I received
those regulations, granted permission to any vessel or any merchandise
to leave this post for Norfolk, except in compliance with them. The
terms of the instructions granted by you as having been received from
the Navy Department are so broad that I desire, in order to under-
stand the interpretation you put on them, to make a few enquiries for
my own guidance. They state that “supplies may be conveyed to the
troops, but not to the people of Norfolk.,” Do you understand this
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declaration to include supplies of merchandise cleared for Norfolk
under the regulations referred to, and intended for the people, and not
for the troops? The instructions also declare that ¢ there must be no
traflic, nor return cargo.,”. Do you understand. that you are to prevent
the traflic carried on under special permits from the Secretary of the
Treasury, and in conformity to the regulations?

The Marblehead was allowed to return from Norfolk with a cargo,
under a permit and under a rule prescribed by the Secretary of the
Treasury. If another vessel with a *return cargo” should, under this
rule, be cleared for a Northern port by a permit from the (‘onnnandor of
tho military department, would you consider it your duty to stop her
under your instructions from the Navy Department? 1f under your
instructions “no traflic” is allowed, what ¢ trade in or shipment of
cotton or other merchandise conducte(l in pursuance of such regula-
tions” are referred to and authorized by the order of the Secretary of
the Navy, page 8 of the pamphlet edition of the regulations, A gen-
tleman has exhibited to me a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury
on the certificate and request of the Secretary of War, to ¢ carry a large
quantlty of supplies to the people of Norfolk, Among other items are

2,000 tons of coal, of which only 160 tons have been delivered. Do
you consider your mstru(,tlons asrequiring you to stop the remaining
1,840 tons of (,0‘11, and the other supplies enunerated in the permit? I
make these enquiries not only because 1 desire to understand yonr own
views distinetly, but because the instructions you have received, if
taken literally, seem to me to be inconsistent and in conflict with the
regulations which both the War and Navy Departments have sanc-
tioned. In a word, I do not see how any traffic should be provided for
and regulated if ¢¢ no traflic” is allowed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joun A. Dix,
Major-General.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

C.

U. S. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., October 8, 1862,

~ GENERAL: T have the honor to dcknowle(lge the receipt, yestprday,
of your communic: wion dated the 6th instant. [ see no difficulty in
exccuting my instructions from the Navy Department (the substance
of which I communicated to you under date of September 18 and 23,
and October 6, in connection with the prmted 1'Lgul,xtmns to which you
refer). Permits given by the Secretary of the Treasury will be respected,
but not, given by any other officers. No vessel will be allowed to pass
the guard vessel with merchandise until her permit and manifest have
been examined by me, or, n my absence, by the senior officer, and
found to be duly authorized. A, vessel attmnptmg., to pass under an
unaunthorized permit will be seized and the facts reported to the Navy
Department. Vessels with army supplies will bo passed, under a cer-
tificate from headquarters that they contain only army supplies and
no merchandise. This certificate to be left with the guard vessel, In
either case the paper justifying admission will be forwarded to the
Navy Department. By my communication of October 6 you were
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informed that the Navy Department, after seeing a copy of your letter
of October 1, and of its enclosed copy of Secretary Chase’s letter of
September 27 to Mr. . H. Cutting, decided that the Marblehead was
not authorized to take a return cargo, The report made to me from
the guard vessel was, that the Marblehead passed out in ballast, I am -
now surprised to learn from you that she was allowed to return from
Norfolk with a eargo under a permit and under w rule prescribed by
the Secretary of the Treasury. I know not who gave such a permit;
neither it nor a rule for it ¢an be found in the above-mentioned copy. of
Mr, Chase's letter to Mr. Outting. The proceeding was a manifest vio-
lation of the blockade. It is my duty to state the facts to the Depart-
ment. I beg leave to suggest that the War or Treasury l)epamnwt
can best explain any part of the prmted instructions not distinct to
you. Perhaps your embarrassment arises from considering that the
port of Norfolk, the blockade of which has never been raised by proc-
lamation of the President, is to be regarded as on the same footing as
the ports of Beaufort and Ncw Orleans,
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEE,
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading bqna(h on.

Major-Gieneral Joun A. Dix, U. 3, Army,
Commanding Scventh Army Oorps, Fort Monroe, Va,

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, approving
his course in the restriction of traffic,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, October 11, 1862,

S1r: I have received your No. 71, enclosing copy of correspondence
between General Dix and yourself.

Your letter of the 8th instant to General Dix, and the course pui-
sued by you in regard to tr affic and the ingress and egress of vessels,
are correct and in conformity with your instructions and your duty.
Until the blockade is mmed or modified it must be strlctly maintained.

That there is distress in Norfolk and the whole insurrectionary region
I doubt not. The object of the blockade is to destroy their traffic
while in rebellion. The relief is in the hands of the people who have
only to be loyal to be relieved. The case is not one of sympathy, but
of duty.

I am, respectfully. N
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE,

Comdy. N. Atlantic Blockadmg Squadron, Old Point Comfort.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, transmitting correspondence with army
authorities,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP MINNESOTA,
Off Newport News, Va., October 11, 1862,
Sik: 1 beg to enclose herewith a copy of a communication from Gen-
eral Dix, dated October 9 (A), and of my reply, dated October 10 (B),
showing some irregularities, in violation of the blockade and of my
instructions, which occur under army facilities,
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General Dix will, I hope, now afford me some relief from such
unnecessary embarv 1sment.
I respectfully ask instructions ot the Department in regard to the
schoomer Conrad Fox, alluded to in my letter (B) to General Dix.
1 have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, yours,
S. P. LEek,
Aetg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
Hon, GiproNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

[Enclosures.}

A‘

HDQRS. SEVENTH AR\IY Corps, DEPT. OF VIRGINIA,
Fort Monroe, Va., October 9, 18()2

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication ot the 8th instant, in reply to mine of the 7th, and am happy
to know that the mstructlou% of the Secretary of the Navy, declaring
that “no traffic” should be permitted with Norfolk, is not considered
as inter fermg with traflic by permits given under the regulations
concerning coastwise intercourse, ete.

In regard to the schooner Marbichead, the permit to pass was given
at Norfolk in the letter of the Sccretary of the Treasury of the 27th
September, written in reply to one from Mr, Cutting, asking a clear-
ance for the vessel and a return cargo, as was stated by him, although
the return cargo is not mentioned in the Secretary’s answer. I have
sent to Washington to ascertain whether it was mentioned in Mr,
(mttmg:~ letter which the Secretary acknowledges. The Marblehead

'as cleared before any notice of the view taken by the Secret